
Pastor Mark Mikels              -           November 19, 2017 
“THE APOSTOLIC WAY” 
“WHY MAKE THE EFFORT?” 

(2 Peter 1:3-11) 
 

Intro … And so today we come to the end of this little ‘Series within the 
Series.’ I suggested a few weeks ago that we could call this little mini-series: 
“Escaping the Corruption” – specifically (to use Peter’s words) the ‘corruption’ 
that is ‘in this world due to evil desires.’ The world and our papers simply 
overflow with news of such ‘corruption’, don’t they? 
 

Peter has suggested that the way we truly ‘Escape the Corruption’ is by fully 
‘Participating in the Divine Nature’ – a nature first demonstrated on this earth 
by Jesus Christ Himself and now being fleshed out again through the lives of 
those who ‘Keep in step with’ and ‘Live by the power of’ the ‘Companion’ 
Jesus has sent. 
 

In fact, in the third verse of this Second Epistle, we read this potent testimony:  
 

“His Divine Power (Pneuma himself) has given us  
everything we need for life and Godliness ...” 

 

So, having told us that we ‘have the power,’ Peter tells us to ‘Make every 
effort (that is, use the power given to you) to add to our faith Seven Divine 
Perfections that will enable us to fully ‘Participate in the Divine Nature.’ 

 

Here they are all together – this is the last time we will examine them. 
 

 

SEVEN STATED DIVINE PERFECTIONS: 
 

‘ARETES’  
A lifestyle of moral and ethical purity 

‘GNOSIS’  
Insight into the will and ways of God 

‘ENKRATES’  
The ability to over-power yourself and take charge of your passions 

‘HUPOMONE’  
Enthusiastic resilience in the face of opposition or difficulty 

‘EUSEBIA’  
An all-pervasive God-Consciousness 

‘PHILADELPHIA’  
An affection based on connection with our fellow-believers 

‘AGAPE’  
An attitude of unbiased benevolence towards all human beings 

 

What a tremendous dynamic they bring to our lives! 

 
 



Here now are ‘Seven Corresponding Earthly Corruptions’ I’ve identified ... 
 

 

SEVEN CORRESPONDING EARTHLY CORRUPTIONS: 
 

IMPURITY  
Sinful, disobedient actions and the thoughts behind them 

 

CONFUSION  
Uncertainty concerning the overall issues of life 

 

INDULGENCE  
Inability, unwillingness to control our fallen human passions 

 

RESIGNATION  
A give-up, who cares spirit 

 

CYNICISM  
 Failure to see and appreciate God’s purposeful presence 

 

ISOLATION  
A lack of connection/desire for connection with fellow believers 

 

PREJUDICE  
A perspective that categorizes types of people as either 
desirable or undesirable, as either worthy or unworthy. 

 
What a tremendous difference their absence makes in our lives! 

 

 
Now, I want us to see this morning that Peter is not content to just tell us  
what to add to our lives. 
 
He is not satisfied to simply point out to us that we can ‘Participate in the 
Divine Nature’ and ‘Escape the Corruption that is in the world.’  
 

He wants to be sure that we understand how important it is that  
we actually experience these things – why it is well worth ‘making  
every effort’ to ‘Build up our faith’ in this way.  
 
And so, we have verses 8-11 ...   
 
Here’s how they read ... 

 
 
 
 
 



   

` TODAY’S KEY SCRIPTURE ...  2 Peter 1:8-11 
 

“If you possess these qualities (the seven perfections) in increasing measure,  
they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive  

in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 But if anyone does not have them, he is short-sighted  
and blind, and has forgotten that he has been  

cleansed from his past sins. 
 

 Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your 
calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall,  

and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 

 

 
In these wrap-up verses, I find ... 
 

FOUR COMPELLING ‘REASONS’ TO ‘MAKE THE EFFORT’ 
 
Did they jump out at you as we read? 
 
Peter would say ... “Make every effort to add these ‘Seven Divine 
Perfections’ to your life because ...” 
 

1. THEY WILL PROTECT YOU FROM FAILURE IN YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE 
 

“They will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge 
 of our Lord Jesus Christ ... If you do (all) these things, you will never stumble.” 

(2 Peter 1:8, 10b) 
 
No born-again believer wants to be a failure in the ‘Christian Life.’  
Peter certainly didn’t want to be – He knew all about failing the Lord Jesus 
and the pain such failure brings – He surely didn’t want any more! 
 
Now there are some teachers today would ‘take Peter to task’ (just like  
the Apostle Paul once did) and ‘rebuke him’ for making such a statement. 
 
They would insist that we believers actually can’t ‘fail in our Christian Life’ 
because since God sees us as ‘perfect’ in Christ’ the issue is already  
settled ... We are all ‘Gold Medal Winners’ in Christ.  
 
 



So, they would say, don’t fret about how your earthly life and behavior  
is going. It’s all wiped out when you reach heaven’s gate and when  
you get there, you will discover that God doesn’t even remember  
your mess-ups, let alone chide you for them.  
 
This is one place where a good dose of ‘gnosis’ can come to our rescue  
to free us from that kind of ‘spiritual’ corruption. Peter’s words are the 
inspired ones – Peter is the Father’s spokesman on this issue. 
 
The possibility of an ineffective and unproductive Christian Life is very real; 
the possibility of ‘stumbling’ spiritually is also real and the pain such  
mess-ups bring is also real. It’s most desirable to avoid such failure. 
 
These Divine Perfections which ‘Pneuma’s Power’ can enable us to add 
to our lives will protect from ever having to endure such pain.  
It’s well worth ‘Making the effort to add them to our lives.’ 
 
Peter would say ... “Make every effort to add these ‘Seven Divine 
Perfections’ to your life because ...” 
 

2. THEY WILL KEEP OUR SPIRITUAL VISION CLEAR AND  
OUR SPIRITUAL MEMORY SHARP  

 

“Whoever does not have them is near-sighted and blind,  
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.” 

(2 Peter 1:9) 
 
How many of you are ‘near-sighted’ – that is, you can see things up close 
pretty well but you need help to see things at a distance? 
 
Peter says that these ‘Divine Perfections’ – these marvelous additives  
to our faith – protect us from ‘Spiritual Near-Sightedness.’ 
 
They enable us to ‘see things that are far away’ in addition to the things  
that are right in front of our face.  
 
Peter would tell us that our ‘Divinely provided Distance Vision’ allows us  
to gaze backward as well as forward – vision directed backwards is  
called ‘Memory.’  
 
 
 



By Pneuma’s gracious enabling – by the addition of these ‘Perfections’  
to our faith - our ‘Spiritual Memory’ remains sharp.  
 
We don’t forget the wonders of our Spiritual Birth – we don’t forget the past 
‘Whispers of the Spirit’ – we don’t forget the various interventions of the Lord 
in our lives. We remember and we rejoice and we renew. 
 
What marvelous provisions are these ‘Divine Perfections.’  
They provide us with wonderful ‘perspective.’  
They enable us to ‘wait on the Lord’ and ‘trust in His Wisdom’  
and ‘remember His many kindnesses.’ 
 
I think that almost all of us would probably be ready to ‘Roll up our sleeves’ 
already just on the basis of these first two reasons but there are two more 
tucked away in this potent passage. 
 
Peter would say ... “Make every effort to add these ‘Seven Divine 
Perfections’ to your life because ... 

 

3. THEY WILL CONFIRM YOUR ‘CALLING’ AND ‘ELECTION’ 
 

“make every effort to confirm your calling and election.” 
(2 Peter 1:10a) 

 
“Confirm your calling and election” – in other words, ‘Demonstrate  
that you are the real deal’- to yourself, to your fellow-believers,  
to the watching world, even to the heavenly hosts! 
 
Peter’s basically saying that these ‘Divine Perfections’ when added to  
our faith do just that ... they wrap a ‘cloak of credibility’ around us. 
 
These are the kinds of things that lead someone to say, “Isn’t it obvious?” 
when someone else asks about you: “Is she or he a Christian?” or when  
you say “Yes, I am” when someone asks you “Are you a Christian?”  
and they then say: “I knew it.” 
 

These ‘Divine Perfections’ transform us internally and externally. 
They ‘flesh-out’ the life of Christ once more in this world. 
They produce things that are noticeable and notable. 
They provide real ‘evidence’ – they ‘confirm’ the fact –  
that we are Born-Again Children of God, companioned  
and directed by the Spirit of God, Pneuma Himself. 



And now here is the fourth and final reason why it is so important,  
why it’s so ‘worth whatever effort it takes’ to add these ‘Seven  
Divine Perfections’ to our lives. 
 
Peter would say ... “Make every effort to add these ‘Seven Divine 
Perfections’ to your life because ... 

 

4. THEY WILL GUARANTEE YOU A RICH WELCOME INTO CHRIST’S KINGDOM 
 

“If you do these things ... you will receive a rich welcome into the  
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,”  

(2 Peter 1:10-11) 
 

Peter introduces a topic here that is not very commonly mentioned in  
our contemporary Christian world – especially not in our American world. 
 
Here’s the obvious but neglected reality that Peter is directly addressing: 

 

“All Born-Again Believers are not received the same at Heaven’s Gate.” 
 

The rich welcome – the enthusiastic embrace – the triumphant entrance  
that we would all desire to receive is placed in a conditional context ...  
There’s definitely some ‘iffyness’ to it. 
 
Peter says:  
 

IF you do these things (add and live out these seven divine perfections) ...  
you will receive that rich welcome. 

 
Obviously, the opposite is also true ...  
 

“IF you don’t ... you won’t.” 
 

 
Put another way:   

     

“God notices behavior” - “God rewards winners” 
             “Heaven celebrates spiritual success.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 



So, with the possibility of that ‘rich welcome’ looming before us,  
let me share one more time Peter’s Admonition to us as we have  
come to understand it (and fleshed it out) to be. 

 
Peter’s Admonition ... 

 

‘Make every effort’ to add to your Saving Faith ‘a lifestyle of moral and 
ethical purity’ and to that ‘lifestyle’ add ‘insight into the Will and the  

Ways of God’ and to that ‘insight’ add ‘the ability to overpower  
yourself and take charge of your passions’ and to that ‘ability’  

add ‘an enthusiastic resilience in the face of opposition or  
difficulty’ and to that ‘resilience’ add ‘an all-pervasive  
God –Consciousness’ and to that ‘God-Consciousness’  

add ‘affection based on the connection you feel  
with your fellow believers’ and to that ‘affection’  

add ‘an attitude of unbiased benevolence  
toward all human beings.’ 

 
 
And now here is Peter’s Conclusion as I have expressed it this morning ... 

 
Peter’s Conclusion ... 

 

“And if you do these things you will be protected from failure  
in your Christian Life and you will keep your spiritual vision clear  

and your spiritual memory sharp and you will confirm your calling  
and election and you will receive a rich welcome into the  

eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” 
 
 
 
 

Final Thot ... 
 

Those who ‘Make the EFFORT’ to ‘Build up their FAITH’                                      
will be both ‘built-up’ on EARTH and rewarded in HEAVEN 

 

 


